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HEADLINE: Secret Tapes Tell of Plan To Kill Bombing Suspect
BYLINE: By RALPH BLUMENTHAL

BODY:
The Egyptian authorities intended to kill a defendant in the World Trade Center bombing trial when he was arrested
and tortured in Egypt a month after the bombing, an informer told the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

Transcripts of telephone conversations between the informer, Emad A. Salem, and agents for the Federal Bureau of
Investigation quote Mr. Salem as saying that the defendant, Mahmud Abouhalima, was spared when the United
States asked that he be returned to stand trial. If not for that request, Mr. Salem said, Mr. Abouhalima would have
been made to "disappear.”

Ties With Egypt

It is unclear how much Mr. Salem, a 43-year-old former Egyptian Army officer, could have known about the Egyptian
Government's plans. Although he is quoted in other parts of the transcripts as saying he had maintained ties with
Egypt, the transcripts do not include the source of his information on the plan to kill Mr. Abouhalima, and it could not
be confirmed independently yesterday.

The F.B.I. has refused to comment on the transcripts.

Mr. Salem made many secret and unauthorized tape recordings of his discussions with F.B.I. agents, as well as many
authorized recordings of bombing suspects. He is expected to be the star Government witness in a trial that is to
begin next year on the plot to blow up the United Nations and Hudson River crossings. Another trial, on the trade
center explosion, is under way in Federal Court.

During nearly two years of intermittent work as an informer for the F.B.1., Mr. Salem filled 70 audio casettes with the
contents at least 100 telepheone conversations he had with agents and others, without their knowledge. Transcripts of
45 of those tapes, totaling 903 pages, were released to defense lawyers this week under Federal rules of evidence.
Although Judge Michael B. Mukasey ordered that the defense lawyers who received them keep them secret, the
transcripts have been reviewed by The New York Times and other newspapers.

Building the Bomb

Mr. Abouhalima, a 33-year-old Egyptian taxi driver from New Jersey, is charged with helping to build the bomb that
exploded in the trade center on Feb. 26 and helping to deliver the bomb to an underground garage in a rented van.

It was not clear from the transcripts why Egypt would want to kill Mr. Abouhalima, but the Government of President

Hosni Mubarak has been waging an all-out war against Islamic extremists, who in turn have fought a war of terrorism
against the secular regime.
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